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A SHORT LIFE
OF

MAHAMAHOPADHYAYA MAHESA. CHANDRA
NYAYARATNA, C 1. E.

MAHESA CHANDRA was bofn on the 22nd* February, 1836,
at the Village of Narat in the district of Howrah in Bengal. He
belongs to the Bhattacharyya family of Narat which has long been
distinguished for the zealous cultivation of Sanskrit learning, and the
number of learned Pandit it has produced. His father Harinarayana
Tarkasiddhanta and his two uncles Guruprasad Tarkapaficinana and
Thakurdasa Chidamani were eminent Pandits.

MAHESA CHANDRA'S first Sanskrit education began at the
age of nine, at home, where he was taught his grammar (the Sarh-
kshiptasara), and was made to commit to > memory his Abhidhana
(the Amara-Kosha) by a Pandit employed to teach him and other
young lads of the family. As Mahesa Chandra’s aptitude at learning
the Kosha by heart was but small, his teacher pronounced him an
unpromising lad. When about twelve years of age, he left home
for the village of Rasikganja in the Midnapur district, to receive
his teaching in Sanskerit Grammar under Pandit Thakurdasa Chidamani,
a famous grammarian. The instruction received here was, according
to the custom of the country, gratuitous, the pupils being lodged
and boarded, at the pandit’s expense, at his own house. Mahesa
Chandra’s progress now was marked, and he became the favourite
pupil of his teacher. The pupil had an occasion, too, for showing
his devotion to the teacher. The Pandit’s family came to be smitten
with the small-pox, and Maheda chandra and some of his fellow
pupils were assiduous in their attentions to the sufferers all through
the period of their sufferings.

A Pandit, who was a Professor of Logic, once visited Maheéa
Chandra’s teacher. The visitor was so much struck by Maheda
Chandra's intelligence and face and features that he observed that
Maheda Chandra was marked out by nature to be a logician.

MAHESA CHANDRA'S next move was to Calcutta in 1852,
where it was intended, he should pursue his Sanskrit studies in the
Government Sanskrit College there. The elementary course of Sanskrit
studies that it was necessary at the outset to take up in the College
did not, however, suit him. So instead of pursuing his studies in
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the College, he studied special subjects with eminent specialists ; first
of all, Nyaya with his uncle, Thakurdasa Chidamani and Smriti partly
with his father and partly with his kinsman Durgadasa Tarkavacaspati,
and subsequently the same subjects and others with some of the
professors of the College at their homes, the instruction received
being gratuitous. It was thus that he studied Nyaya with the very
eminent Pandit Jaynarayana Tarkapaficanana, rhetoric and cther
subjects with certain other professors of the College. Between
Pandit Jaynarayana and his pupil Maheda Chandra, there grew up a
strong feeling of mutual regard and affection. Jaynarayapa loved
Maheda Chandra with the affection of a father and Maheéa Chandra
fully responded to the feeling. To the end of Jaynarayana’s life,
Maheéa Chandra was as a son to him.

His next tutor was a Pafijabi ascetic, then in Calcutta, Parama.
hathsa Jyotisvarlipa, whose intellect was of the finest and whose
learning was most profound. With him he read the Vedanta and
the Khandana Philosophy of $riharga, which bears some kinship to
the positive Philosophy of Comte, and which, though not unknown
in Bengal was nowhere studied in the province. He next studied
Astrology with the learned Pandit Kalinatha Tarkaratna, who was
an Astrologer by caste. This was a departure from orthodoxy ;
for no good Brahmana would ever learn from one belonging to the
Astrologer caste.

Banaras was the place where Mahefa Chandra went through
his final Course of studies under tutors. He began his studies
there in 1861, and studied the Vedas (Upanishad) and the Pataiijala
and Mimathsa Daréana. Foremost among his tutors there was
Dandi Viduddhiananda Svami, now the head of the Dangi’s of the
place and the most learned scholar among them. Maheéa Chandra
was a favourite pupil of the Dandi, who, though an ascetic, still
regards Maheda Chandra with deep personal affection. At Banaras
he became acquainted with the well-known Sanskrit scholar,
Mr. Griffith, the Principal of the College there. Mr. Griffith gave him
a highly complimentary certificate.

On his return to Calcutta from Banaras, in 1863, he setup a
Chatuspathi (Tol) for imparting gratuitous icstruction, under
the patronage of Maharaja Kamalkrishna, grandson -of Raja
Navakrishna of historic fame. Maharaja Kamalkrishna took a
lively interest in Maheda Chandra’s welfare since he first came to
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know him as a boy. Maheda Chandra set’ up his Chatuspathi
with very good credentials ; for he had acquired fame as a pandit
in several disputations with pandits of established*reputation.

In 1864, he was appointed to an Assistant Professorship in the
Government Sanskrit College in Calcutta on the recommendation
of Prof. E. B. Cowell, who was then Principal of %the College, and
who knew of Maheda Chandra’s scholarship, having himself
studied Hindu Philosophy with him. On receiving his appointment
in the College, he began to learn English. From Assistant
Professor he came to b2 a Professor of Rhetoric, of Hindu Philosophy
and of Hindu Law in the College. I[n 1876 he was promoted to
the Higher Bengal Educational Service, being the first and yet
the only Pandit admitted to this class of appointments. In 1877
he was appointed to the Principalship of the College, an office
which he still holds.

He is a Member of several learned bodies in India, namely,
the Asiatic Society of Bengal, the Indian Association for the
Cultivation of Science, the Calcutta University, the Board of
Examiners, the Central Text Book Committee of Bengal, the Behar
Sanskrit Samaj and the Anthropological Society of Bombay, and he
has lately been elected a Foreign Member of the Hungarian
Academy of Sciences at Buda Pest. He is also a Joint-Secretary
of the Hindu Hostel Committee, a member of Bethune (Girls’)
College Committee, and a visitor of the Government Engineering
College at Sibpur in the neighbourhood of Calcutta.

During the tenure of his principalship Maheda Chandra
has taken the the initiative in institution, by the Government
of Bengal, of an examination, called the Sanskrit Title Examination,
for the conferment of titles on meritorious students of
special departments of Sanskrit learning. To this examination
are admitted students from indigenous institutions (Called Chatus-
pathis or Tols) as well as from the special classes that have been
organised in connection with the Sanskrit College. The Title
Examination has been the means of stimulating in some measure,
all over Bengal, the rather waning zeal for the cultivation .of
Sanskrit learning. Rewards are _given by Goyernment to teachers
whose pupils succeed well at the examinations, and a number of
private endowments and donations for award of rewards and
scholarships to meritorious candidates have come forward. The
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example of the Sanskrit Title Examination has led to the institu-
tion at Dacca and other places of Samdja which hold examina-
tions similar to the ‘Sanskrit Title Examination.

He convinced the Viceroy Lord Dufferin, in 1887, of the
desirableness of Government conferring some mark of distinction
upon native gentlemen distinguished for Oriental learning and
the result was the creation of the titles of Mahamahopadhyaya and
Shams-ul-Ulama, the one intended for eminent Pandits and the
other for eminent Maulavis.

Government has honoured Maheéa Chandra by investing hlm
with the Companionship of the order of the Indian Empire in
1881, and with the literary title of Mabamahopadhyaya in 1887,
when the title was first created. In respect of literary work, he
has edited with copious notes, the Kavya Prakasa, and under the
patronage of the Asiatic Society of Bengal, the Mimarhsa Darsana
and the Black Yajutveda. He has written also several pamphlets,
such as Remarks of Dayananda Sarasvati’s Veda-Bhashya, Tulasi-
dharana Mimarthsa. The Authorship of Mrichchhakatika, Lupta
Samavatsara, etc.

In respect of works of practical beneficence, he has done a good
deal, by pecuniary help and otherwise, in furtherance of famine
relief, the promotion of education, and the opening out of means of
communication. Relief to sufferers from famine in 1866 was his first
act of beneficence. In the next year followed his co-operation towards
the relief of sufferers from a destructive cyclone. To the Science
Association of Calcutta he made a handsome donation in 1870. He
maintains a Secondary School ( A High Anglo-Sanskrit School )
at his native village, and he has not only greatly improved the roads
in and near about this village, but has ever taken a leading part in
the opening out of good roads and tramways in his native Districts.

In matters of public interest generally, he has always taken a
lively interest, and upon everything that he has had to put his
hand to, he has brought to bear a keen and versatile intelligence,
and an abounding energy and strength of will.

A FRIEND OF MAHESA CHANDRA
November 7, 1889



BRIEF NOTES ON THE MODERN NYAYA SYSTEM
OF PHILOSOPHY AND ITS TECHNICAL TERMS

The term Nyaya is composed of fi (with certainty)  or &% (to go)
and 81 (by which), and means literally the method of coming with
certainty (to a conclusion). As used in Hindu Philosophy it means
the syllogism. Gotama is the earliest writer who treats of the
syllogism ; and his work, the Gautama-Sttra (aphorisms of Gotama),
and those of writers who discuss philosophical questions according t>
his method, whether they discuss the syllogism or not, make up the
Nyaya system of philosophy.

Nyaya philosophy may be divided into ancient and modern.
Ancient Nyidya treats not only of the syllogism; but discusses all sorts
of questions, physical and metaphysical, applying, where necessary, the
syllogistic method. Modern Nyaya, as regards the subjects of discus-
sion, makes no departure from the ancient. Rather, it restricts itself
to fewer subjects ; but those it discusses, it discusses with a nicety and
a minute precision unknown to ancient Nyaya. It lays particular
stress on a strict definition of terms, and it aims at ascertaining
precisely even the meanings of expressions in common use and so
intelligible to all. For exmple, Gotama, in putting forth his aphorism,
arafedan: afiE (I 1-2-3) does not think it necessary that he should
attempt any elucidation of the meaning of the term gfasr v His earlier
commentators too, Paksila Svamin and others, make no such attempt.
Gangeéa Upadhyaya, the founder of the modern school of Nyaya,
enters upon a lengthy discussion about the meaning of qfdn, remarking
that aregfidar is inadequate as a characteristic of sfysm, for arefaga
might be understood as simply meaning,—naming the greg 1 He notices
also other points, He puts forth the following as the characteristic of

af—
RergutRgRRUATINa TR TATasa ak Sterghragamiais-
g MsRTATS T TR
Raghunatha éiromar_xi improves upon the above thus :=
sFFTAETER | ofl  sTRRifenhResssagfiaemeEsagai-
RS R AT HRa e ReTg-asRmwas i Sfaqr |
A
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Then follows Gadadhara, who discusses the question at greater
length than his predecessors, bringing out several nice points, and
comes at last to the following conclusion :=

‘R B AR AT AT s TR SRS TR
wERAEgMHRESEaTEaEs Al TS matsaieateia araae-
BEETIARGRAITIS AR ATERIm IR AR a RreRaara-
a3l sRaraE S EAksnt R R R a fdd aafiads-
TR R aeaAaTE 3 ke |

An old Nyaya werk lays down ergfqafta@ or @ifgmaig (invariable
connection) as the characteristic attribute of zarfy

Gangesa Upadhyaya thinks this characterisation insufficient, and
0 he delivers himself as follows :-

“girRramafsragaEiserEamaR N faE=smated o vl
A g6 qer aETREe sy )

Raghunatha éiromagi improves upon Gangeéa’s elucidation thus :-

“RrgmaRinERREUR AR R REEER JqasEafeTd - TETE-
RBMAVIIIEARA GFT GEATATEWET sTI9%d sTFamMAIREed smfy” |

He is followed by Bhavananda, Mathuranatha, Jagadida and

Gadadhara, each with some improvement of his own. Jagadida’s con-
clusion is as follows :-

“gESEqIITEard ek R sE TS TR aiuE dafy
0 ARAARARAERER  FAEE A S A TG (OIS TS
A PR T agaafeRamAieEed e |

A baii-splitting subtlety in the discussion of meanings of terms
iey thus, the distinguishing characteristic of modern Nyaya. Poverty
of matter is its great drawback. Notwithstanding this drawback,
however, it is an excellent training for the intellect, which, under its
discipline, acquires a power of precise thinking that is beyond all
price. Without a study of modern Nyaya it is impossible, again, to
thoroughly understand certain Sanskrit works on Philosophy, Law,
Rhetoric and even Grammar : for example, the Chitsukhi, a commentary
by Chitsukhacaryya on Nyayamakaranda (a treatise on the Vedanta
Philosophy by Anandabodha), the Dayabhagapgabodhini, a com-
mentary by érikrs_u;a Tarkalankara on Dayabhaga (a treatise on tue
Hindu Law of Inheritance), the Kavyaprakajidarda, a commentary by
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Maheévara Nyaya'ankara on Kavyaprakad: (a work on Rhetoric), and
Paribhagendudekhara and Maiijusa » (works on Grammar) by Nageda
Bhatta.

The Sutras of Gotama, the Blfisya of Paksila Svamin, the
Vartika of Udyotakara Acaryya, “the Tatparyya-tika of Vacaspati
Misca, the Tatparyya-tiki-pariSuddhi of Udayana Acatyya fall under
the head of ancient Nyaya. The works on Vaiéesika philosophy with
the exception of a few, such as Muktivali, may also be included under
the same head. All the works on Nyaya from Gangesda’s, who lived
probably in the 14th century, down to Gadidhara’s, who lived
in the latter end of the 17th century, come under the head of modern
Nyaya.

Gangeda Upadhyaya was a native of Mithila (north-eastern
Behar). He feunded the modern school of Nyaya. His great work
is the Tattva-Cintamani of which the subject is 9q19 (proof), one of
the sixteen categories laid down by Gotama in his Satras. The system
introduced by him received further development at the hands of his
disciples, among whom was his own son Vardhamana Upadhyiya, up
to the time of Paksadhara Miéra, who flourished in the middle of
the 15th century. He was the writer of a commentary calle]l Aloka
on Gangesa's Tattva~Cintamani. Down to the time of Paksadhara
the study of modern Nyaya was almost exclusively confinel to Mithila,
which became the resort of pupils from all parts of India. The
literary activity of the Mithila school began to decline after the time
of Paksadhara, whose work called Aloka is the last standard work
on modern Nyaya. The school, however, continued to flourish, and it
is not yet extinct in Mithila. It may be noticed here incidentally that
the works of Gangesa and his followers effected a revolution in
the study of Nyaya and completely superseded the ancient Nyaya
works, such as the Bhasya, the Vartika etc. so much so that very few
pandits of the present day pcssess even copies of these works.

From Mithila the study of modern Nyaya spread to Navadvipa
(Nadiya, the same as Nuddea), and the students who had studied the
subject in Mithila began to teach it to their pupils in the latter place.
The name of the Pandit who first introduced the study of modern
Nyaya into Navadvipa can not be ascertained Ramabhadra Siddhaata-
vagida is the earliest Nadiya writer on Nyaya of whom we have no
certain knowledge. He wrote a commentary on the Kusumaiijali of
,Udayana Acaryya. The image of the goddess Kali, known as “Poda-
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Ma" (burnt mother) in consequence of its having been burnt once and
to which offerings are made by students on the eve of their departure
from Navadvipa after the completion of their studies there, is said to
have been set up for worship by Ramabhadra. After Rambhadra
came Basudeva Sarvabhauma. He was the writer of a work on Nyaya
which is now missing but is referred toin other works on Nyaya.
Raghunatha éiromani, the writer of the celebrated ‘Didhiti' which,
though calling itself a commentary on the chapters on Anumana
(inference) in the Tattva-Cintamani, contains a great deal of valuable
original matter, was a pupil of Basudeva Sarvabhauma, and according
to tradition, a contemporary of Caitanya, the celebrated Vaisnava
reformer. In Lis hands the system of Gangeéa received its fullest
development, and from his time the fame of the Nadiya school began
to increase until at last the Mithila's school was completely thrown
into the shade, yielding thus to its rival the place which it formerly
occupied. The Naiyayikas of Nadiya have ever since maintained this
position—a position recognised by Pandits all over India. After
Raghunatha came in succession Bhavananda Siddhantavagida, Mathura-
natha Tarkavagisa, Jagadida Tarkalankara and Gadadhara Bhattacharyya.
The descendants of the last have been distinguished Naiyayikas, and
the greatest living Professor of Nyaya at Nadiya, Mahamahopadhyaya
Bhuvana Mobana Vidyaratna, is the sixth in descent from Gadadhara.
Another Bengali Naiyayika, Krspadasa Sarvabhauma, but whether of
Nadiya or not is not known, wrote a commentary on the ‘Didhiti’,
named the ‘Didhiti Prasarini’ of which a MS. copy written in Samvat
1672, corresponding to the year 1615 of the Christian era, exists in the
Government Sanskrit College in Calcutta.

All these Nadiya writers wrote commentaries on the ‘Didhiti,
Mathuranatha writing a full commentary on the Chintamani besides,
and they enlarged the technical terminology of modern Nyaya. To
give an example, the terms f§ and fgmag both imply duality, but
while the former can never be predicated of a single individual, the
latter can. We cannot say, ‘&rf 8)", but can say “&%f Beqam” so that &
and f&@T™ cannot have the same meaning. A distinction between the
two meanings is made thus: The idea of duality, as expressed by fg,
requires for its completion () an aggregate of two ob]ects There-
fore & cannot be predicated of a single object a1 But the idea of
duality, as expressed by f§@a™ and meaning, ‘belonging to an aggree-
gate of two’, and therefore, not requiring for its completion'
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the aggregate of two objects but requiring only one of them, can be
predicated of a single object 3\ The former class of predication is
based on what is called wdffgsa*q (celation of completion), and the
latter on gRaEa=q (ordinary relation between object and attribute)

The technicalities of modegn Nyaya have hitherto repelled
students of Sanskrit from its study. The immemorial *practice has been
for Naiyayikas to explain verbally to their pupils the meaning of each
term as it turns up in the course of their teaching, and the explana-
tions are after certain set formulde. A book called the Nyayakosa
was brought out in Bombay by Bhimacharya Jhalakikar in 1875, and
this book is a Dictionary of the Technical terms used in Nyiya. The
explanations it gives are, however, not full enough, and the work itself
has not yet come to be generally known. I propose, therefore, in this
paper to explain some of these technicalities, and this in simple
Sanskrit, as I cannot hope to be able to make matters equally clear
through the medium of English. My method of interpretation is not
the orthodox one usually followed by Pandits, which I have thought
proper to abandon as it is not one calculated to make matters quite
intelligible, I have had very little time to spare for writing this paper,
Dr. Leitner’s request to me for a paper having come to me only on the
30th June last. With more time at my disposal I would have made
my paper fuller. I have not been able even to look over the proof-
sheets carefully, owing to the serious and, as it has now proved, fatal
illness of my eminent and revered friends Dr. Rajendralala Mitra and
Pandit Iswara Chandra Vidyasagara.

* * * »*
CALCUTTA ’
Dated the 1st August, MAHESACHANDRA NYAYARATNA.
1891.

[ Note: 1 have just learnt {rom an eminent Pandit of Navadvipa .that
Ramabhadra Siddhintabigiﬁa. the Commentator on Kusumdfijali was not the person
who set up the Image of Poddma alluded to in p. 4 (5), but that it was done by
another'person bearing the same name. There is no time now to ascertain the
truth of the matter. ]

M. N.
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